
Cycle A Overview 

Phase 
Upper KS2 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic name North America 
 

The Golden Age of 
Islam 

Dangerous Earth Young Archaeologists The vile Victorians 
(Year 6 Oliver Twist 
and Year 5 Mill Girl) 

Space Race  

History Ob - Use dates to order and 
place events on a timeline. 
(Chronological 
understanding) 
 
-Give some reasons for 
some important historical 
events. (Understanding of 
events, people and changes) 
 
-Make comparisons 
between aspects of periods 
of history and the present 
day. (Historical 
interpretations) 
-Big focus on Black History 
Month 
 
 
 
 
 

-Islamic civilisation 
(non-European society) 
 
-Evaluate the 
usefulness of a variety 
of sources. (Historical 
interpretations) 
 
-Describe a non-
European society that 
provides contrasts with 
British history - one 
study chosen from: 
early Islamic civilization 
 
-Make comparisons 
between aspects of 
periods of history and 
the present day. 
(Historical 
interpretations) 
 

-Construct informed 
responses that involve 
thoughtful selection 
and organisation of 
relevant historical 
information. 
(Historical enquiry) 

- Ancient Greece 
 
-Describe a study of 
Ancient Greek life and 
achievements and their 
influence on the western 
world. (Understanding of 
events, people and 
changes) 
 
-Present findings and 
communicate knowledge 
and understanding in 
different ways. 
(Organisation and 
communication) 
-Compare sources of 
information available for 
the study of different 
times in the past. 
(Historical enquiry) 

-Construct informed 
responses that involve 
thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant 
historical information. 
(Historical enquiry) 
What did the Victorians 
do for us? 
 
-Use evidence to support 
arguments. 
(Understanding of 
events, people and 
changes) 
 

- Make confident use 
of a variety of sources 
of independent 
research (Historical 
enquiry) 

 

Geography Ob  -Identify and describe the 
significance of the 
Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time zones 
including day and night. 

-Identify the physical 
characteristics of the 

  -Use maps, atlases, 
globes and 
digital/computer 
mapping to locate 
countries and describe 
features studied 

 

- Name and locate 
counties and cities of 
the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions 
and their identifying 
human and physical 
characteristics, key 
topographical features 

Identify the position 
and significance of 
latitude, longitude, 
Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, Arctic and 
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countries within North 
America.  

-Compare the physical and 
human features of a region 
of the UK and a region in 
North America, identifying 
similarities and 
differences. 

-Understand geographical 
similarities and 
differences through the 
study of human and 
physical geography of a 
region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in a 
European country, and a 
region within North or 
South America. (NORTH 
AMERICA) 

 
 
 

-Locate the world's 
countries, using maps to 
focus on Europe 
(including the location of 
Russia) and North and 
South America, 
concentrating on their 
environmental regions, 
key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, 
and major cities. 
(EUROPE) 

 
-Understand 
geographical similarities 
and differences through 
the study of human and 
physical geography of a 
region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in a 
European country, and a 
region within North or 
South America. 
(EUROPE) 

 
 

(including   hills, 
mountains, coasts and 
rivers), and land-use 
patterns; and 
understand how some 
of these aspects have 
changed over time.  

 
-Explore features on 
OS maps using 6 figure 
grid references 

 
-Use fieldwork to 
observe, measure, 
record and present the 
human and physical 
features in the local 
area using a range of 
methods, including 
sketch maps, plans and 
graphs, and digital 
technologies 

 
-Use the eight points 
of a compass, four and 
six-figure grid 
references, symbols 
and key (including the 
use of Ordnance 
Survey maps) to build 
his/her knowledge of 
the United Kingdom 
and the wider world. 

 

Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time 
zones (including day 
and night).  
  
 

Computing Ob -Design, write and debug 
programs that accomplish 

Carry on from last half 
term. 

-Include use of 
sequences, selection 

Carry on from last half 
term. 

-Independently select, 
use and combine a 

Carry on from last half 
term. 
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specific goals, including 
controlling or simulating 
physical systems. (Coding) 
 
-Design, write and test 
simple programs that follow 
a sequence of instructions 
or allow a set of instructions 
to be repeated. (Coding) 
 
-Understand the need to 
only select age appropriate 
content. (E-Safety) 
 
 
 
 

 and repetition with 
the hardware used to 
explore real world 
systems. (Coding) 
 
-Use variables, 
sequence, selection, 
and repetition in 
programs. (Coding) 
 
-Use technology 
respectfully and 
responsibly. (E-Safety) 

 variety of software to 
design and create 
content for a given 
audience. (Using 
Computer) 
 
- Understand how 
computer networks 
enable computers to 
communicate and 
collaborate. (Networks) 

 

Art Ob -Mix colours to express 
mood, divide foreground 
from background or 
demonstrate tones. Link this 
to landscapes. 
 
-Describe the work and 
ideas of various artists using 
appropriate vocabulary and 
referring to historical and 
cultural contexts 
 
 
 
 

-Create intricate 
printing patterns by 
simplifying and 
modifying sketchbooks 
deigns 
 
-Develop different ideas 
which can be used and 
explain their choices for 
the materials and 
techniques used 
Design a Mendhi 
pattern 
Could make our own 
lanterns  

- Confidently and 
systematically 
investigate the 
potential of new and 
unfamiliar materials 
and use these learnt 
techniques within 
their work. 

-Adapt and evaluate their 
own final work following 
feedback or discussion 
based on their 
preparatory ideas 
 
-Select ideas based on first 
hand observations, 
experience or imagination 
and develop these 
through open ended 
research 
 

-Mix colours to express 
mood, divide foreground 
from background or 
demonstrate tones. Link 
this to landscapes. 
 
-Research and discuss 
various artists and 
discuss their processes 
and explain how these 
were used in the 
finished product 
Learn about Lowry- 
study landscapes and 
mill paintings.  

 

DT Ob -Understand how a variety 
of ingredients are grown, 
reared, caught and 
processed to make them 

-Understand how to 
use more complex 
mechanical and 
electrical systems 

 -Create prototypes to 
show his/her ideas 
 

-Use his/her knowledge 
of famous designs to 
further explain the 
effectiveness of 
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safe and palatable / tasty 
to eat 
 
-Understand the main food 
groups and the different 
nutrients that are 
important for health 
 
-Confidently plan a series 
of healthy meals based on 
the principles of a healthy 
and varied diet 

 
-Use his/her research into 
existing products and 
his/her market research to 
inform the design of 
his/her own innovative 
product 

 
-Produce step by step 
plans to guide his/her 
making, 
demonstrating that 
he/she can apply 
his/her knowledge of 
different materials, 
tools and techniques 
 
-Generate, develop, 
model and 
communicate his/her 
ideas through 
discussion, annotated 
sketches, cross-
sectional and 
exploded diagrams, 
prototypes, pattern 
pieces and computer- 
aided design 

-Use research he/she has 
done into famous 
designers and inventors 
to inform the design of 
his/her own innovative 
products 
 
-Use technical knowledge 
accurate skills to 
problem solve during the 
making process 

existing products and 
products he/she have 
made 
 
- Make detailed 
evaluations about 
existing products and 
his/her own 
considering the views 
of others to improve 
his/her work 
 

Trips/Visitors/ 
Hook Day 

Hook Day: All American day! 
Look at American culture: 
food, wrestling, influential 
leaders and celebrities.  
 
Trip/ visitor: go bowling and 
go out for a burger 

Hook Day: Eid and 
Ramadan 
Learning over their 
charities and their 
sacrifices  
Sponsored run/ silence/ 
etc as a sacrifice 
Understand fasting- 
bronze, silver and gold 
awards given for 
waiting 20 min, 40 min 
or 1 hour to each  

Hook Day: 
 
Trip/ visitor: 

Hook Day: Immersion in 
Greek culture. 
Plan and hold their own 
mini Olympics.  
Trip/ visitor:  

Hook Day: Dress us as 
Victorians. 
Could we invite a visitor 
for hook day? 
 
Trip/ visitor:  

Hook Day: 
 
Trip/ visitor: 

 


